
To the Board of Trustees and the Superintendent of School District 20, 
 
As a parent and a citizen of SD20, I have had the privilege of being involved in 
many aspects of the education system and have attended a series of seminars given 
by the BCCPAC. I have had the opportunity to listening to, among others, the 
present and the previous BC Deputy Ministers of Education. They have set a goal 
for the public school system in BC; that is, to strive toward a near perfect (100%) 
graduation rate. 
The public education system must keep our kids engaged in the learning process in 
order for this goal to be achieved. Parent involvement is vital to the positive 
educational experience of the child. We want to keep our children interested and 
actively engaged throughout their K-12 years and beyond; we must keep our 
parents involved. The connections between schools and families are enhanced 
when the schools remain in their home communities. 
Therefore, I recommend that: 

1) the board continues to look for ways to work with our small communities to 
enable excellent education to stay within those communities. 

2) the board continues in the spirit of collaboration and inclusion with respect 
to the parents of the SD20 community. 

3) the board engages the SD20 community in an appeal to our provincial 
government with respect to the way schools are funded. The Ministry of 
Education must publicly recognize that the per-student funding formula is 
resulting in an inability for smaller school districts to keep enough essential 
services intact for the longer term. Our present decline in enrollment is 
historically consistent with previous generations. In the past, governments 
funded schools differently and were able to keep educational services stable 
and consistent throughout the province during periods of lower enrollment. 

4) the board undertakes a project that would inform/educate the SD20 
community with regard to the new global trends in education. Our citizens 
would benefit by knowing how education in other schools, districts, 
provinces, and countries is evolving in this new reality of ‘high-tech’ 
communication, and how comprehensive K-12 education is being provided 
in new and exiting ways. The board could organize one, or a series of 
community events with this focus, the positive outcome being a greater 
district-wide vision for SD20. 

I further recommend that the board approve only those proposals that are 
‘environmentally sound’ when considering capital projects or when making 
decisions on transportation. 

Thanks for this opportunity, Janis Anderson, parent and citizen of 
SD20. 



 


